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Display Conditions: 

That when the publication is on public display, the classification given to the publication 
must be shown on the publication. 

Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The book entitled Avocado is classified as: 

Objectionable except if its availability is restricted to persons who have attained the 
age of 18 years. 

Avocado is a novel in the "women's erotica" genre. The novel is mainly set in the Bay 
of Islands. The story describes the developing sexual and love relationship between a 
woman and a man. Their sexual fantasies and actual sexual activities with each other 
and other partners are explicitly described, often in coarse sexual vernacular. The 
story also describes emotional and spiritual aspects of being sexual. Explicit 
descriptions of sexual activity therefore comprise a major part of the book. Sado¬ 
masochistic activities and sexual conduct with and by a young person are included in 
the story, though to a limited extent. The Classification Office considers that the 
sexual themes presented in an explicit manner, intended for female readers for 
entertainment and sexual stimulation, renders the publication likely to be injurious to 
the public good unless its availability is restricted to adults. 

In reaching the classification decision the Classification Office has considered the New 
Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990. The Classification Office considers that the restriction 
on the availability of the book is reasonable and demonstrably justified due to the 
sexual content and its intended effect, and represents the minimum interference with 
freedom of expression available while still giving effect to the Films, Videos and 
Publications Classification Act 1993. 
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